Search

ADVOCATE |

#
MEDIA ART MARRIAGE EQUALITY MARRIAGE EQUALITY PEOPLE COMEDY
Conservatives Freak In the Galleries: Boys Just 4 Senate Does Maine's GOP Jeremy Irons Says He's WATCH: Stephen
Out When Mom Talks of Summer Democrats Oppose Senator Support Not Antigay But Made Colbert Riffs on
About Gays Marrying Marriage Equality Marriage Equality? 'Valid' Case Jeremy Irons' Logic

POLITICS MEDIA

Conservatives Outraged By MSNBC Mom Talking
to Daughter About Gay Marriage

One commentator described this conversation between a mother and daughter as a form of "child
abuse."
BY LUCAS GRINDLEY APRIL 06 2013 3:53 PMET
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Conservatives are outraged by an MSNBC host who talked with her daughter in an online segment
about whether it's OK if gays and lesbians marry the people they love.

Krystal Ball is co-host of MSNBC's The Cycle, and the conversation with her daughter stuck to the MOST POPULAR
basics of who is legally allowed to marry who in their home state of New Y ork. It could be similar
to how parents in that state have explained life in New Y ork state. Conservatives Outraged By



Glenn Beck's website, The
Blaze, labeled the moment
"Cringe-Inducing." The headline
on conservative blog, "Liberty
Unyielding," claimed,
"MSNBC'’s Krystal Ball exploits
own 5-year-old daughter on TV
to promote gay marriage."

Writing for conservative
firebrand Michelle Malkin's
website, Doug Powers called
Ball's questions a form of child
abuse. "Flip the subject being
pushed on the little girl to
something like pro-life values and MSNBC would be reporting it as child abuse," Powers wrote.
"I’ll say this much: At least in this example it’s her own kid instead of a room full of other people’s
children."

Exactly what's appropriate for conversation between a parent and child came up recently for
conservatives when Ronald Reagan's daughter, Patti Davis, said her father explained to her when
she was "very young" that "some men are born wanting to love another man."

Watch the segment for yourself below.
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John Bickford - Top Commenter - UMass (Amherst)

| find it fucking hilarious that the author of a blog called "Liberty Unyielding" thinks he can tell
other people how to raise their children. The only "child abuse" | see here is brain-damaged
conservatives (redundant, | know) wanting to keep kids ignorant about the world and teach them
that those different from themselves are somehow unworthy of recognition or respect.

Reply - 32 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Patrick West - Dover, New Hampshire

Maybe they should just avoid the Internet, television, newspapers, radio stations, and
public conversations all together.

Reply - 18 - Like - 6 hours ago

Raymond Soden - Top Commenter - Occidental College
THANK YOU. You saved me a lot of typing.
i Reply - 6 - Like - 6 hours ago

Brian Cain-Grajales - Follow - Top Commenter - Raleigh, North Carolina

How dare she subject her daughter to such things as talking about love, compassion and
acceptance. She should be beaten in a public courtyard just as they did in the Old Testament for
even speaking! Bad mother! Bad!
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Really, how ridiculous can people be? The sad part is that this isn't the most ridiculous thing I've
read.

Reply - 21 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Michael Jarboe - Top Commenter

So idiotic. Note to conservatives: Gay people exists. Gay couples exist. Gay families exist and they
are going to school with your 5 year olds. | know in the conservative world the idea is to keep your
child ignorant until they are pregnant, need an abortion or can no longer manage to get into
college, but for the rest who live in a reality based universe, they actually do the job of parenting
and educate them to be prepared to live in a diverse society. Dumbest thing I've read in ages.

Reply - 16 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Laurie Finch - Follow - Erie, Pennsylvania
She's right! Love is love...and not being able to marry the person you want is just CRAZY!

Reply - 12 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Alisa Neely - Top Commenter - Southgate Anderson High School

this is in NO WAY a form of child abuse.....it's informing a child, of something that is part of
LIFE.....letting them know, that some people LOVE the same gender and that there is NOTHING
WRONG with it.....as long as the parent does NOT try to brainwash their child into HATING gays, |
see NOTHING wrong with talking to them about SAME-SEX MARRIAGE and gays.

Reply - 10 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Bill Tanner - Top Commenter - Mount de Sales Academy

| think it's child abuse that these conservatives fill their kid's heads with the idea that a snake can
talk and virgins can just magically end up pregnant.

Reply - 8 - Like - Follow Post - 4 hours ago

Paul Stitelman -  Top Commenter - CCNY

Leave it to the bigots to find that sweet video offensive. The real problem is that the bigots find
same sex love repugnant. That is the crux of their bigotry (though they would have us believe that
they aren't really bigoted).

Reply - 6 - Like - Follow Post - 5 hours ago

Brice Robert Kohler - Top Commenter - University of Virginia

I love the fact that conservatives think that it is OK for children to learn that it is wrong to
understand and be OK with people who are different than they are.

Reply - 5 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago

Matthew Rosenstein - Top Commenter - New York, New York
Wait..her name is Krystal Ball?
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James Collar - Top Commenter - Highland Park High

Yeah, a bit funny. Parents can sometimes be cruel like that, however... she's married...
so it's funny coincidence in her case.

Reply - Like - 52 minutes ago

Omar Mendoza - Visionary at O.M..
Adobarable

Reply - 3 - Like - Follow Post - 6 hours ago
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