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The Ongoing Witch Hunt Against Dr. Richard Stallman, Some Considerations on

Leadership and Free Speech

Since last few days, a ruthless tribal witch-hunt is going on in social media against Dr. Richard

Stallman, the founder of Free Software Foundation (FSF) who was morally shamed into

resigning as the head of that organization yesterday.

As usual, the media has done a great job of taking his words out of context and scrambling

them into a wonderful headline! At the end of the day, he is being targeted for simply having

an opinion (however unpopular) in a free country. Freedom of speech (FoS) which has

traditionally been a basic human right is being more and more subject to terms and conditions!

After Guido Van Rossum and Linus Torvalds in the last few years, this is the third case of a

renowned public figure in FOSS who is systematically targeted by angry social media mobs for

having personal opinions about anything and being forced to quit from positions of power.

Coming to the topic of leadership, what message does the open source community want to send

to people in positions of power? On one hand, there are popular right wing leaders like

President Donald Trump and Kavanaugh who are quite unperturbed by even actual accusations

of sexual misconduct, forget having opinions about it! If these netizens had done a similar

campaign against Trump, do you think he would have resigned? Nah, Trump has got a much

thicker skin than that. So, what message are we sending to power? The message is that start

growing a thicker skin and be insensitive to what people are saying about you, otherwise we

will keep on morally shaming you into quitting like we did to Guido, Torvalds and now Stallman!

Someone has rightly said that a republic or nation gets the exact leader which they deserve. If

netizens think that they should deserve good leaders who care about people's freedoms &

rights, and are sensitive and empathetic about their subjects, then they should stop these

smear campaigns against them and cut them some slack if they happened to make an unpopular

or politically incorrect opinion sometimes. Otherwise, you'll only end up with the "strong",

thick-skinned and insensitive leaders because only those can survive in the conditions and

environment you are throwing at them!

And trust me, this is coming from a dude who doesn't agree with many of Stallman's political

stances. I don't like that he supports Bernie Sanders blindly on everything, I don't like his biased

and negative views about Ramayana and Hinduism, but today I'm more concerned about his

right to freedom of speech than anything else.

People need to understand that the world isn't black and white, you can agree on some matters

and disagree on others, everyone isn't a perfect human being here. But if you start running

smear campaigns for their every little opinion and keep targeting them for that, then don't

complain if a Trump gets elected in the next elections!

Labels: linux, open source

  0 comments

0 Comments:

Post a Comment

Previous Posts

The World Is Changing - You Can Feel

It In The New...

DD, DU & DF - The Three Linux

Commands You Should ...

Random Collection of Open Source and

Freeware Util...

Managing Digital Privacy in the Digital

World

Notes on Windows-10 Privacy Concerns

In a bid to achieve diversity, Desktop

Linux has l...

Dear Netizens, unleash your creativity

on your OWN...

Beware of Spyware and Data Collection

if you are u...

Tutorial: Creating a Home File Sharing

Network ove...

Tech Tudor

More Create Blog  Sign In

http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-ongoing-witch-hunt-against-dr.html
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/28/Richard_Stallman_at_LibrePlanet_2019.jpg/220px-Richard_Stallman_at_LibrePlanet_2019.jpg
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/search/label/linux
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/search/label/open%20source
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/the-world-is-changing-you-can-feel-it.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/dd-du-df-three-linux-commands-you.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/a-comprehensive-collection-of-open.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/managing-digital-privacy-in-digital.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/notes-on-windows-10-privacy-concerns.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/09/in-bid-to-achieve-diversity-desktop.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/08/dear-netizens-unleash-your-creativity.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/08/beware-of-spyware-and-data-collection.html
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/2018/08/tutorial-creating-home-file-sharing.html
https://www.blogger.com/
http://techtudor.blogspot.com/
https://track.webgains.com/click.html?wglinkid=2893195&wgcampaignid=99582&wgtc=1569137665-274615-99582&origsource=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-0428291735937735&output=html&h=250&slotname=9374304012&adk=3059541267&adf=2574765431&w=250&lmt=1568884802&guci=1.2.0.0.2.2.0.0&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechtudor.blogspot.com%2F2019%2F09%2Fthe-ongoing-witch-hunt-against-dr.html&flash=0&wgl=1&adsid=ChEI8Lec7AUQ7NS-6Pzq2tTmARJMAEffvsVoXhBcNqhpMxFeRU5Phn87WMczr7p9KNBrDIbYZs1ekLZovGLIa3OWvJI13zKdSutBZlHRXVpYcYZ7x_K2VCVUx0aM4D0H_A&dt=1569137981588&bpp=618&bdt=3321&fdt=1450&idt=1451&shv=r20190918&cbv=r20190131&saldr=sa&abxe=1&correlator=3056331477003&frm=20&pv=2&ga_vid=266025473.1569137983&ga_sid=1569137983&ga_hid=705852541&ga_fc=0&iag=0&icsg=2571&dssz=14&mdo=0&mso=0&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=0&u_h=768&u_w=1366&u_ah=768&u_aw=1310&u_cd=24&u_nplug=4&u_nmime=33&adx=898&ady=553&biw=1310&bih=697&scr_x=0&scr_y=0&eid=4089040%2C21064339%2C151527007%2C151527022%2C151527222&oid=3&rx=0&eae=0&fc=656&brdim=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1310%2C0%2C1310%2C768%2C1310%2C697&vis=2&rsz=%7C%7CeEr%7C&abl=CS&pfx=0&fu=16&bc=31&jar=2019-9-20-6&ifi=1&uci=1.i2b3df2qhnh8&fsb=1&xpc=Z1GOyRilQy&p=https%3A//techtudor.blogspot.com&dtd=1766&clickref=11063300033687201084694010994002
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/home#create
https://www.blogger.com/


22/09/2019 Tech Tudor: The Ongoing Witch Hunt Against Dr. Richard Stallman, Some Considerations on Leadership and Free Speech

https://techtudor.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-ongoing-witch-hunt-against-dr.html 2/2

<< Home

 

Sign out

 Notify me

Enter your comment...

Comment as: czyborra@googl

PublishPublish  PreviewPreview

http://techtudor.blogspot.com/
https://techtudor.blogspot.com/logout?d=https://www.blogger.com/logout-redirect.g?blogID%3D8927742609649196159%26postID%3D9077654739771707567
https://www.blogger.com/profile/11953959295843154951

